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to pm "The Traffic" undr
I had been fr!rhiendINTENT a!l the pridnts of

cl-t- is and tfce and
Society For the Prevention of

Crue'.tT to Newjpajwr Reporters and
Atoc:at:cn for the Amelioration ot

f3?Trir.r Among the Unlettered Hinds
tt Tula Tun.

I gtayed t "The T raffle-- because It
i a rr--t r'-a- preat In the snse

that It gripped nie and d me tight.
couldn't have ajunw if I had wanted

to. It Isn't thw sweetest p!ay In the
world; fcut. Iar:d of love, there'a a lot of
tweet piay: Somebody a!d Ion be-I- dt

I had a char.re to pet to It that
rar:fy Is the wry spice of life.

"The TraJT.c" Is cold. hard, merciless.
It ! thr.'.l after thrill down jour
tp!r. t. ar.d It choc you aaln and
acaln. But It shocks your self compla-crnc- y

and not your sense of decency.
But all that la not to the point. "The

Traffic" held me first of all because It
i a strong. Intensely Interesting: play.
It Jyid the big elements of love and
katred and hope and despair. It bad a
story that made you feel that you
couldn't afford to miss a single line. It
kad characters that were as natural as
Ufa Tou.could malk over to a certain
part of this big city and meet thera at
any hour ot the day or night, only I
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R" S'arl showed an at
the liiinoi, t:,ea.re nisht how it Is
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hope you don't. The play la real and
vital and photographic in the way It
reveals life.

Hut It's a play; that's the point I
want to emphislie. I want to dwell on
that, both because I think It's true and
because I think It ought to be brought
out stronger and because I want to be
orleinaL

Hut I really think that The Traffic-a-s
a play hsa received slicht

I Probably Miss Marshall, who wrote It.
.'and those who have financed the play
jare to blame for that. They have seen
in the play on'y the pitiless expose of

ithe white stave traffic They have seen
Jin it what Mis Marshall
tended a sermon on an evil whlcn we
are Just beginning to comprehend and
to attempt to put down.

I don't want to say that I am Indi-
fferent to this ciirantic and awful crime
of oisr I believe that '

'should do everything to abate
it. And I am the more in favor of The
'f raffle" that it Is bound to open the
eyes of a rreat many people who have
unfortunately been blind to th'.a thing-b-

fore.
But I don't believe In obtaining

money under f.ilse pretenses. If I gro
to a meeting and I have been to many

to consider ways of ridding society
white slavers. I want to be told just
whit the meeting Is and not be lured
there under pretense that it Is a tango
dancing class.

possible for one of lier sex to rl.io frtira
... Vgirl ;n a department store tocrs-i- i

'chief advisT to the owner and finally
'o be courted by the latter and won by
lain tor his w .
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at any rate aid hfr in pettliiK farther
than siio would were she not to exer-

cise her h'-- arter t'.ie fashion of
Masi-'i- P ;..( of ti e ' ".

Of course It's not HI e:isy sledding
for The hardest blow comes
viheti, after 1.1 years in the store, the
nianager f t ie suit department re- -

s:Knij. Mangle is her assistant. Maf- -

sr.re who hail just returned from
rope, wearied of the !ife

"i ''--
" " et;'e down u1 1'"arn

naturally expected to be promoted.
jvit wasn't. .V Irieiid of the
i,';t--- e of the n.anaer of the store

as ehosen for the vacancy. The day
.Josephine Kernard ; MzjHe received lir no'h e a young

Marry Pcnn ; fellow v. ith a hiKh hat and a cane drops
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When something is advertised as a
play and I go to the theater and lay
down my money for a seat I want that
thing Inside to be a play and not some-
body or other's Ideas of reconstructing
society. I don't care if the views ex-
pressed by the author apree with my
ideas. That makes no difference. I
have not gone to the the.ites to have
somebody agree with my Ideas. I have
gone to see a play to be lifted out of
myself, to have my emotions aroused
or soothed, or. anyhow, something' done
with m. Cut I Insist that no on has
a r:tcht to entrap me !n a theater and
hold me by the thought of the money I
spent In tne box offl.-- e and how it would
all be wasted if I went away and then
shoot a preachment on this subject or
that at my bead.

There "has been so much said In the
papers and on the billboards about the
great moral lessons In "The Traffic"
and how It would make me a nobler
man and a better woman and scar me
Into going to church for the rest of my
life that I wasn't very keen about see-
ing it.

Eut "The Traffic" was. flrst and fore-
most, a good, big play. Those people
on the stage were real. The play had
all the elements reT-iire- of a good
play. It stirred me. And it held me to
the last curtain.

f?o I was willing to tike the lessons
the play contained and about which so
much has been said. But I had to have

the department store business from
the bottom up. He is interested in
M'4.T2-5- becau-:..- - !. U !? M;e Jn te-.v.-

the game. When lie lenrns of the
notice of dismissal she has received he
has it recalled.

STaggie becomes first assistant
to Manager HolbrooK. hi fact, she
lr-ill-

y r'lin the wir ! b:.hi:i ss, wi'h
tho result th;:t it increases with leaps
ard bounds. Iio;brook is eiif-ace- d to
be married to Kthel Harden, niece of

i lir.rrrvn. genera! inanar of t'..c
ifoihrock stor". Kthcl grows jealous
of Mji?s;ie. She demands tiir.t Mai-gi-

bo dismissed.
Mapjrie, refusine longer to face the

insults that are heaped upon her be-

cause of lier bui'irss i't imncy with
IioMjrook. throws up her job. She is

. just about to start for Kmope on a
j buying trip frr another firm when

Hoibrook coma to lier apartments,
tells her that he hiis broken his eu--

iBaKement with Miss Ilargen, and asks
i Mr.gijie to marry him because lie finds
he can't frei. ulonjj without her, for it
is he who micio hi::i. Of course
Maugie at first refuses, . but finally
she consents ami becomes the
real head of the big store she entered
as a $2 a week ccsh girl.

Miss i5lah!,' always an artist. Is
happily cast as ".Mnjie Pepper," a
character that Charles Klein wrote
for her following lier success as "The
Chorus I.ady." In "Maggie Pepper"
siie has a supporting company In
whi' u there Is not a percep'ible weak
spot. The pkiy w.ts v.e. I received by
a. large audience.

A woman's name on the author-lin- e

of "The Traflic" roi;ra.:n, which comes
to the. Illinois tomorrow for a return

. does ninre for deinoa-btratiii- x

woman's equality with man
than a thousand raring Patikhursts
breaking bobbies' helmets. The wo-

man's name is Kacimel Marshall. Miss

SCENES IN ''EXCUSE lVfE" AT ILLINOIS

p cr fit m - m
.! - : ' '

the play first. Aa long as the play
measured up what I expected to find In
a theater I was willing that the author
should Impart as many moral lessons
as she could.

And there Is a strong moral lesson in
"The Traffic" Those critics who have
declared that the play la merely a piti-
less presentation of horrible facts and
that it leaves no lesson at all must have
a different Idea from what I have of
what constitutes a moral lesson. I
think the author and the producers of
"The Traffic" have clung to the moral
lesson of the play when they might
have counted on producing a much
p'.easanter impression on their audi-
ences and pleasing the majority of the-
ater goers by giving the regulation
happy ending.

People will generally forgive every-
thing else In a book or a play It they
can only have the happy ending. But
while the ending of "The Traffic" is not
happy. It ia true. "The Traffic" la
written so unflinchingly, almost cold
bloodedly. true to I'fe that to redeem
the woman ot the piece and marry her
oft to a nice but mushy young man
would be nothing short ot a crime. It
would at once condemn all that had
gone before as- - cheap claptrap.

But the woman of "The Traffic." after
he has been entrapped Into a life ot

shame and held In bondage In "a house"
and then kills her seducer and is freed
by & Jury, does not renounce her black

Marshall wrote "The Traffic." How
came this woman to know these inti-
mate twfsts to hold coniniuniou with
these shrouded skeletons of the for-
bidden ciosets? How found she lier
way where the outsider more rarely
enters than the beggar Into the throne
room? In the book from which
Kuciiael Marshall tore the pages for
her tragic comedy there is a chapter
that he who runs may. scan; everj
child knows its every fable. But there
is another written in the crimson of
bleeding souls against a background
blacker than their sins and this is
locked to the eye of the staring saun
terer past the shelves where stand the
volumes de luxe of the libraries or
'nfamv. The strange customs, ideals
and heart-throb- s of a strange tribe re
corded in tile scarlet day-book- s of the
fal'en written but only repeated by
each generation since woman was
born weak and man coveted his neigh-

bor's daughter have remained the
secrets of the ages. The few who
road the scrolls upon those pages and
came again in'o the daylight of the
other worlds prated rarely, even In
whispers, of the author's annotations,
the thinly pencilled interlineations
and the manuscript marks visible to
the Eharp reader but not meant for
him. There Is an enormous something
about the gleam of the forbidden tlie
family secrets of the world's largest
family that silences the confidante.
Comes now this amazing woman and
cries from the housetops that which an
eternity has held in silence. So few have
known as she knows that few can un-

derstand her. But the voice of Rachael
Marshall must take echo and tbat
which so long his been the secret of
the few- - shall now be known to the
multitude.

With a record of nine months at the
Gaiety theaTe in New York and hav-

ing every feature which caused H p
be hailed as the best farce theatre:
goers had been offered in years, "Ex-

cuse Me," the Rupert Hughes' play
whiob has the subtitle of "A Pullman
Carnival," comes to the Illinois Mon-

day. As a play "Excuse Me" has given
to Rupert Hughes an eminence as a
writer of farce that is shared by no
contemporary playwright. It Is em-

phatically a novelty. Throughout its
action there is not one instance of
mistaken identity, no male person is
required to masquerade in feminine
garments, and none of the other age-ol-d

and now tiresome rules for pro.'oking
laughter in this sort of play has teen
observed. The subtitle is aptly .

scriptive. Mr. Hughes has taken t
score and a half persons from every-
day American life, placed them aboard
a Pullman sleeper on an Overland
flyer bound from Chicago to the Pa-
cific roast, and let things happen.
And the things that happen, while they
are perfectly logical In their origin and
their sequence, keep up laughter for
three acts. Thera are a score of con-
trasting types In the Pullman's pa.

past and declare that forever after- - aha
will be happy and good.

Tbafa where the lesson comes In. It
the girl was permitted to fall Into the
arms of the weak faced young man
who steps heroically forward to save
her after she has been permitted by so-

ciety to quaff the cup of bitterness to
the dregs, then indeed would the moral
effects of "The Traffic" be unspeak-
ably bad.

It would leave the Impression that a
girl might be a denizen of the segre-
gated district and look forward to an
honorable marriage and a life of hap-
piness. Thla wouldn't be true to life.
Through tha wonderful work that Is
carried on by various associations of
noble women a girl la now and then
rescued from thla awful maelstrom of
vice.

But such cases are exceptions and
not the rule. And those that are aaved
are not rescued by any fortuitous hap- -
pening or by a fairy atory prince. The
fact is that a person who treads the
road traveled by Agnes In "The Traffic"
is. generally speaking, lost absolutely
and utterly. Even the fact that Agnes
did not take this path Intentionally:
that she got Into It through love for
her sick sister and was duped and
trapped by a scoundrel, makes no dif
ference.

No matter whether a person foes Into
thin life willingly or unwillingly, wit
tingly or unwittingly, the result la the

senger roster and every one is inter-
esting because of himself as well as
because of his relation to his fellows.
The action of the play is rapid and
changeable. The fact that it kept New-Yorker- s

laughing for nine consecutive,
months is a good argument as to its
merits, to which can be added the
runs of six months in Chicago and four
months in Boston.

"Bunty Pulls the Strings" will be the
attraction at the Illinois March 16.

"Bunty" is a mild satire in Scotch!
virtues and foibles. The austure re-

ligious practices are shown, coupled
with that shrewdness which profits by
observaation of form and violation of
spirit. It depicts the stern patriarchy
of a father, who has himself a past,
and details with an unerring touch ot
remarkable delicacy lights and
shadows of Scotch domesticity, frugal- -

ity and searching canmness. ana. me
small and big impulses of a narrow
mountain community deeply imbued
with, the creed of Calvanism. "Bunty"
who pulls the strings, is the daughter
of Tamnias Biggar, and presides over
his household as the successor to her
mother who died two years before.
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same. This Is one of the lessons, prob-
ably tha big lesson, of "The Traffic"
that sinls sin and that punishment
cannot be. avoided.

Although the sympathetic Jury freed
Agnes when aha was tried for the mur-
der of the man who had dragged her
down Into the mire, still there was one
person from whom she could get no
pardon herself. The life she had been
led into had burned Its brand upon her.
She was marked indelibly for life.
Happiness only mocked her; whether
she would or not. she must return to
the depths. It's that way in life, and
"The Traffic" gives us no delusions.

Perhaps the lesson Miss Marshall
wanted to Impress by the final degra-
dation of Agnes was not only a warn-
ing to girls that there is no golden,
flower decked path that leads away to
sunshine and the heights from the
plague spots of the city, but also that
the time for society to start saving its
girls Is not after they have taken the
step, but before.

All of which shows that for a person
who dislikes preaching and propaganda
In the theater, the author of "The
Traffic" succeeded in forcing me to
take Quit a dose, but X repeat that it
couldn't have been done if "The Traf-
fic" first and foremost had not been a
play. It was so good as a play that
one becomes Interested and then
mightily concerned over its theme and
does more thinking in regard to It aft- -

Susie Simpson is an old maid and a
distant relative, who has loaned Tarn-ma-s

a matter of 120 pounds, which

Tammas used to make good the de-

ficiency of an elder son. Miss Simp-
son compels Tammas to choose be-

tween marriage and the restoration of
her money,, and Tammas is not in a
position to liquidate, and in conse-
quence passes a bad Sabbath. Jeal-
ousy of an old flame of Tammas iin-ptl- ls

the vindictive old maid to
Tammas in the kirk yard,

before the church goers, as a dishonest
man, when the inventive "Bunty"
promises to make good the amount and
averts the theatrical arrest of her
father, by confiscating the nest egg
of he-- - wedding with honest, lumber-
ing YelIuTn Sprunt The rest of the
play is taken up shcwlncr 'how Buntv
sets all things right, defeating Susie

I W M
I

Prices Mat. a
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er leaving the theater than at the time.
"The Traffic" is not so remarkable

that It takes hold with such an iron
grip on a subject that has been taboo
among us as for the manner In which
It does It.

It minimizes nothing, avoids nothing,
but throws back the door and pours tha
light Into the remotest corners of the
social eviU But the remarkable thing
is that It does this it shocks and hor-
rifies and fairly numbs us with what it
portrays, yet In no Instance is there a
violation of propriety and good taste.
That is the wonder of the thing. And
that is why plays dealing with a simi-
lar theme to "The Traffic" have had to
be withdrawn by order of the police or
have failed because people do not wish
to risk contamination by going to see
them, "The Traffic" deals with the
gravest social problem we have and
deals with It In a stronger, more ag
gressive and absolutely unblenching
way than any other play has exhibited
and yet it does not offend good taste.

Just why can hardly be explained.
That is where the skill ot the play-
wrights and producers came In. For
one thing, the awful incidents In "Tha
Traffic" happen off stage, and they are
only suggested to the audience, and yet
so powerfully Is this suggestion given
that the effect on the audience Is much
stronger than the actual stage repre-
sentation of the Incident would - be.
That ia craftsmanship. ..

and marrying her ' father to boy-

hood love, smoothing the path of her
dissatisfied brother, and arranging her
own marriage with Welluin. The
story is told with untheatria si-n- r-i- ty

in terms of unforced humor, and
interpreted by actors thoroughly im-

bued with the spirit of the author.

3ulck Reiiet for Rheumatism.
George W. Koons Lawton, Mich.,

says: "Dr. Detchon'a Relief ' for
Rheumatism has given my wlfa won-
derful benefit for rheumatism. She
eould not lift hand or foot; had to
be lifted for two months. She began
the use of the remedy and improved
rapidly.. On Monday she could not
move and on Wednesday she got up,
dressed herself and walked out for
breakfast." Sold by Otto Grotjan,
1501 Second avenue, Rock Island;
Gust Schlegel & Son, 220 West Sec-
ond street. Davenport. fAdv.)
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